


Members Present:  Ken Bondioli, Sue Hagius, Dipendra Shahi (proxy for Niranjan Baisakh), Abigail Fish, William Doerrler, Taylor 
Santaloci (proxy for Michael Hooks; left at 2:39 pm), Jong Ham, Ryoichi Teruyama, Samantha Clark (proxy for 
Rebecca Christofferson), and Sarah Keeton 

Members Absent:  Christy White, Michelle Dennis, Jeff Davis, Ramanuj Lahiri, and Brent Stanfield.  

Others Present: Kristen Walker Post-Doctoral Research, Museum of Natural Sciences 
Gregory Thom Assistant Professor, Department of Biological Sciences 

Curator, Genetic Resources at the Museum of Natural Sciences 
 Samithamby Jeyaseelan Professor, Department of Pathobiological Sciences 
 Brian Irving Professor, School of Kinesiology 
 Shafiqul Chowdhury Professor, Department of Pathobiological Sciences 
 Mandi Lopez Professor, Department of Veterinary Clinical Sciences 

Director, Lab for Equine and Comparative Orthopedic Research 
 Constantine Simintiras Assistant Professor, School of Animal Sciences 

 

Call to Order:  1:34 pm 

Approval of Minutes from:  *Redacted minutes from Thursday, June 12, 2025 
Motion Made by:  Sue Hagius 
Seconded by: William Doerrler 
Abstaining:  None 

 *Redacted minutes from Thursday, July 17, 2025 

 Motion Made by: Sue Hagius 
 Seconded by:  William Doerrler 
 Abstaining None 



 The minutes from the September meeting are not complete. The committee is still pending revisions 
from Dr. Anne Grove (IBC 25054) and Dr. Fangneng Huang (IBC 25055). These individuals have until 
October 17, 2025, to submit revisions.  If revisions are not received by then, conditional approval will 
be revoked. 
   

Business and Call for New Business  

 The IBC Charter and Policies were updated, and committee members received a copy for review.  Revisions and 
recommendations were received, and the document has been updated accordingly. A motion was made to accept the 
2025 IBC Charter and Policies pending revisions.  
         Motion Made by: Sue Hagius 
         Seconded by: Sarah Keeton 
The 2025 IBC Charter and Policies were approved pending revisions by the majority. 
 
A new community member has been identified, and we are waiting for an official appointment by ORED. This individual’s 
official appointment begins November 1, 2025. 
 
The committee received a follow-up update regarding the previously reported suspension of funding for one LSU research 
project. Coordination between the Office of Research & Economic Development (ORED), LSU Legal Counsel, the research 
team, and biosafety personnel is ongoing to ensure the safe and compliant cessation of all related activities. The process 
remains in progress, and additional information will be communicated to the committee as it becomes available. 
 

  





With these controls in place, the project poses minimal risk to researchers, the university community, and the public. 
The BSL-2 designation is a precautionary regulatory requirement that ensures continued safe and compliant 
operation of the museum’s research and educational activities. 

NIH Guidelines: Not Applicable. 
Biosafety Level:  BSL-2 
Training Requirements: All personnel, including the PI, involved in this project must complete BSL-2 training in accordance with LSU’s 

Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) requirements. All training must 
be completed before beginning work and refreshed as required by LSU policies and SOPs.  

IBC Vote: Approved at BSL-2 pending receipt of modifications 
Motion made by: Sarah Keeton 
Seconded by: William Doerrler 
Abstaining:  None 
Conflicts of Interest: None 

Requested Modifications:   

Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines





o Procedures and Methods. Please indicate what work takes place in each lab and what work is performed inside a BSC. Please 
describe recombinant DNA work. Briefly describe constructs and the viral vectors used. Please include the generation of the lentiviral 
vector. Please remove mention of the life sciences building if you no longer use this vivarium. Please describe animal work and state 
that transgenic mice are being used.  Please be sure to include information on how animals are inoculated and tissue and sample 
collection. Please briefly describe procedures associated with the animal work. Importantly, please include information on how 
potentially infectious material is inactivated for each procedure. Please indicate how BAL is processed and briefly describe the 
cytokine analysis. Please be sure to include inactivation information for this procedure as well. Please describe bacterial culture 
techniques and indicate where this work is performed. Please elaborate on the procedure for flow cytometry. Be sure to include 
information on how the material is inactivated.  

• Section C. Risk Evaluation. 
o Biosafety. Please indicate what PPE is worn when working in the lab and when handling animals. Please indicate what type of mask is 

being worn and when it is required. Please describe the use of BSCs. Please list other appropriate BSL2 practices for this work. If you 
have SOPs related to biosafety, the committee recommends that they be attached, and a summary of the procedures listed here.  

o Biosecurity. Please describe solid and liquid waste handling procedures. Please also indicate how animal carcasses are disposed of. 
Please describe building and lab security and inventory management.   

• Section D. Project Units. 
o IACUC. Please update the IACUC protocol information, including the protocol number 

• Section F. Recombinant DNA. 
o NIH Guidelines. Please update to Section III-D-4-b. 
o Source of DNA. Please include the species of coding sequences. 
o Gene products effects. Please clarify what “other issue” refers to.  
o Viral Components. Please list the vector, not the catalog number. 

• Section G. Transgenic Animals. 
o Please list the strain/isolate for the transgenic animals used.  
o Please specify the nature of the transgenic rodents used under item 5.  
o Animal housing. Please provide room numbers if known and describe the containment measures for ABSL2.  
o Please confirm animal disposal information.  

• Section J and K. Human and Animal Pathogens. 
o Please confirm you do not concentrate the pathogen.  Centrifugation after culture is concentration.  

• Section N. Safety. 
o Biosafety Cabinets. Please update certification information. If you have more than one BSC, please list them all here.  
o Personal Protective Equipment. If you plan to use masks, please check the appropriate type here. If not listed, please check other and 

indicate what type of mask is worn.  
o Other Safety Equipment. Please check Signs/Labels. 

• Section O. Medical Surveillance.  
o Bloodborne Pathogens Training. Please change “no” to “yes” and ensure that all staff, including the PI, are up to date on BBP training. 

The use of lentiviral vectors required this training to be completed per the OSHA BBP standard. 





Training Requirements: All personnel, including the PI, involved in this project must complete BSL-2 training in accordance with LSU’s 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) requirements. All training must 
be completed before beginning work and refreshed as required by LSU policies and SOPs.  

IBC Vote: Approved at BSL-2 pending receipt of modifications and a lab inspection 
Motion made by: Sue Hagius 
Seconded by: Jong Ham 
Abstaining:  None 
Conflicts of Interest: None 

Requested Modifications:   

Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



 
Project Overview:  This project seeks to better understand how genes regulate the normal function of the female reproductive tract, with 

a focus on the molecular pathways that control endometrial activity. The PI will accomplish this goal by culturing and 
performing targeted gene editing in mammalian reproductive tract cells—specifically endometrial and oviductal 
epithelial and stromal cells—and by maintaining previously generated recombinant mouse cell lines for comparison. 
 
The research will include culturing primary human and bovine reproductive tract cells and introducing recombinant 
DNA constructs using established gene-editing techniques such as lipofectamine-based transfection, 
electroporation, and lentiviral transduction. These approaches will allow the research team to investigate how 
specific genes influence cell behavior, communication, and tissue function. 
 
No infectious agents or biological toxins will be used. The findings are expected to advance understanding of 
reproductive biology and contribute to broader knowledge relevant to fertility, developmental health, and women’s 
reproductive science. 

Risk Assessment and 
Discussion: 

This project presents low to moderate biosafety risk, consistent with mammalian cell culture and recombinant DNA 
work involving human-derived cells. Primary human female reproductive tract (FRT) cells and bovine cells, along with 
recombinant murine lines, will be manipulated using lipofectamine-based transfection, electroporation, and 
lentiviral vectors. No infectious pathogens or biological toxins are used.  
 
Key hazards include potential exposure to human-derived materials (treated as potentially infectious per OSHA 
Bloodborne Pathogens principles), lentiviral vectors, and chemical transfection reagents. Risks are mitigated under 
BSL-2 containment using certified biological safety cabinets for all open manipulations; standard PPE (lab coat, 
gloves, eye/face protection as needed); hand hygiene; EPA-registered disinfectants; and proper biohazard waste 
handling. Personnel will follow LSU biosafety and chemical hygiene SOPs, complete required training (including BBP-
aligned training for work with human materials), and use spill/exposure response procedures. 
 
All recombinant DNA activities will comply with the NIH Guidelines. With these controls, the project is considered 
low overall risk under standard biosafety guidelines, with no unusual environmental or security concerns anticipated. 

NIH Guidelines: Section III-D-1-a. 
Biosafety Level:  BSL-2 
Training Requirements: All personnel, including the PI, involved in this project must complete BSL-2 training in accordance with LSU’s 

Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) requirements. All training must 
be completed before beginning work and refreshed as required by LSU policies and SOPs.  

IBC Vote: Approved at BSL-2 pending receipt of modifications  
 Motion made by:  William Doerrler 



 Seconded by: Sarah Keeton 
 Abstaining:  None 
 Conflicts of Interest:  None 

 
Requested Modifications:   

• Section B. Project Description. 
o Procedures and Methods. Please add a statement at the beginning of this section that all work takes place in the listed location and 

indicate what work takes place inside the BSC. Please briefly describe PPE and disinfection protocols. Please indicate what genes you 
plan to edit. Please indicate what generation lentiviral vectors you plan to use. Please add the room number for the freezer. Please 
define “standard molecular analyses.” Please describe the use of human uterine fluid, organoids, stromal cells, and biopsy tissue 
here. Please include a statement that these items are obtained by a collaborator and shipped to LSU. 

• Section C. Risk Evaluation.  
o Containment Level. Please uncheck ABSL-2 and BL2-N. 
o Biosecurity. Please include a statement on secure transport. If no potentially hazardous material is transported between labs, please 

state that in this section. 
• Section F. Recombinant DNA. 

o DNA Guidelines. Please remove Section III-D-1-b and Section III-D-3. Please add section III-D-1-a. 
o DNA/RNA insertions/deletions. Please change “no” to “yes”.  
o Please describe “mammalian genes of interest”. 
o Will inserted genes be expressed? Please change “no” to “yes”. And describe the toxicity of genes that you plan to express under item 

3. 
• Section M. Human or Primate Blood, Bodily Fluids, or Tissues. 

o Types of manipulations. Please check accordingly.  
Containment, Disposal, and Destruction Measures. Destruction of stocks. Please be sure to autoclave this material before you 
discard it. Please clarify how solid waste is discarded. 

• Section N. Safety. 
o Disinfection/Decontamination. Please uncheck 10% bleach for solid waste.  
o Biosafety Cabinet. Please update certification information. 
o Other Safety Equipment. Please check fire extinguisher and phone.  

  







Project Overview: To be determined 

Risk Assessment and 
Discussion: 

To be determined 

NIH Guidelines: Not Applicable 

Biosafety Level:  BSL-1 

Training Requirements: All personnel, including the PI, involved in this project must complete BSL-1 training in accordance with LSU’s 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) and Institutional Biosafety Committee (IBC) requirements. All training must 
be completed before beginning work and refreshed as required by LSU policies and SOPs.  

IBC Vote: Approved at BSL-1 pending receipt of modifications 
Motion made by: Abigai Fish 
Seconded by: Sue Hagius 
Abstaining:  None 
Conflicts of Interest: None 

Requested Modifications:   

Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



Confidential - Not subject to 
NIH Guidelines

Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



Confidential - Not subject to NIH Guidelines



Project Overview:  The project was unclear due to limited information within the registration. The registration was returned to the PI for 
additional edits before full committee review.  

Risk Assessment and 
Discussion: 

The IBC did not feel that this application contained enough information to complete a risk assessment; therefore, the 
registration was put “ON HOLD” until additional information is received.  

NIH Guidelines: To be determined 
Biosafety Level:  To be determined 
Training Requirements: To be determined once more information is provided.  

IBC Vote: No motion was made.  The protocol was placed “ON HOLD”.  
 Motion made by:  Not Applicable 
 Seconded by: Not Applicable 
 Abstaining:  Not Applicable 
 Conflicts of Interest:  Not Applicable 

 
Requested Modifications:   

• Section A. Project Information.  
o Room Numbers. Please list room numbers for labs in Huey P. Long and Life Sciences. 
o Personnel. Training. Please have all lab personnel, including the PI, complete the EHS-required online BSL1 safety training and list the 

courses under specific training. Please add any staff or students working on this project.  If no one is currently on the project, they may 
be added as amendments later.  

• Section B. Project Description. 
o Project Goals. Please clarify project goals in laymen’s terms.   
o Procedures and Methods. Please indicate what work takes place in what lab and what work is performed in a BSC. Please describe all 

procedures and include information on how potentially infectious material is inactivated for each procedure. Please describe 
recombinant DNA work. Please indicate what genetic material you plan to insert and into what plasmids. Please also briefly describe 
the gene function and the goal of the knock-in or knock-out. Please describe the animal work and indicate what type of mice you are 
using. Please include information on tissue collection and procedures with the samples post-necropsy. Please elaborate on imaging.  

• Section C. Risk Evaluation.  
o Containment Level. Please check BL1-N. 
o Biosafety. Please list the PPE worn in the lab and when working with animals. Please indicate when a BSC is used. If no BSC is used, 

please describe the aerosol management plan. Please describe the training required for lab personnel. 



o Biosecurity. Please describe building and lab security for both buildings. Please add a statement indicating that only authorized 
individuals are permitted in the lab. Please detail how you handle solid and liquid waste. Please describe how animal carcasses are 
handled. Please include a statement on sharps. Please list the room number for the freezer. Please describe secure transport between 
labs and buildings.   

• Section F. Recombinant DNA.  
o Source and nature of DNA/RNA inserts. Please identify the coding sequences by species and gene name.  
o Genes expressed. Please indicate if genes will be expressed in mice and E. coli.  
o Vectors. Please list vectors.  

• Section N. Safety. 
o Sharps. Please check yes to scalpels if you will use them at necropsy. Please check yes to pipettes and pipette tips.  
o Disinfection/Decontamination. Please uncheck 10% bleach for solid waste and check the other appropriate box depending on the 

discard procedures.  
o Stock Cultures. Please confirm that stocks will not be kept after the study has been completed. Please list the room number for the 

freezer in HPL. 
o Personnel Protective Equipment. Please describe the use of PPE under Section C. Biosafety.  

 

Upcoming Meetings:  November 13, 2025 @1:30 pm via Zoom 

Adjourned:  3:39 pm 

 
 




